
 
 

VOCABULARY PROGRESSION 

Art & Design 

CYCLE A 

Vocabulary should include the key words below, and each year should incorporate and build on previous years’ language. Children should be able to use the 

language accurately and effectively to communicate their ideas, intentions, reflections and outcomes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Nursery  Reception  Year 1 Year 2 
Nursery and Reception children are exposed 
to the words in green.  This vocabulary is 
used in many areas – not just ‘Creative 
Creature’ area.  These words are repeated in 
Year 1.  Text in black are introduced in Year 
1. 
 
Drawing: 
thick, thin, soft, broad, narrow, fine, 
pattern, line, shape, detail, perspective 
made environment, charcoal, horizon, 
perspective, symmetry, landscape,  
Painting: 
primary (colours), light, dark, thick, thin, 
tone, warm, cold, shade e.g. different 
shades of red, green, blue, yellow, bright, 
dull, tints 
Printing: 
print, imprint, rubbing, smudge, image, 
reverse, shapes, surface, pressure, 
decoration, cloth.  
Collage & Textiles: 
colour, pattern, shape, texture, glue, stick, 
scissors, scraps, wool, yarn, weave. 
Sculpture: 
model, cut, stick, fold, bend, attach, 
assemble, statue, natural materials, stone, 
shell, wood, metal, reinforce, joints, tools, 
etching, clay 

Nursery and Reception children are exposed 
to the words in green.  This vocabulary is 
used in many areas – not just ‘Creative 
Creature’ area.  These words are repeated in 
Year 1.  Text in black are introduced in Year 
1. 
 
Drawing: 
thick, thin, soft, broad, narrow, fine, 
pattern, line, shape, detail, perspective 
made environment, charcoal, horizon, 
perspective, symmetry, landscape,  
Painting: 
primary (colours), light, dark, thick, thin, 
tone, warm, cold, shade e.g. different 
shades of red, green, blue, yellow, bright, 
dull, tints 
Printing: 
print, imprint, rubbing, smudge, image, 
reverse, shapes, surface, pressure, 
decoration, cloth.  
Collage & Textiles: 
colour, pattern, shape, texture, glue, stick, 
scissors, scraps, wool, yarn, weave. 
Sculpture: 
model, cut, stick, fold, bend, attach, 
assemble, statue, natural materials, stone, 
shell, wood, metal, reinforce, joints, tools, 
etching, clay 

Drawing: 
thick, thin, soft, broad, narrow, fine, 
pattern, line, shape, detail, perspective 
made environment, charcoal, horizon, 
perspective, symmetry, landscape,  
Painting: 
primary (colour), light, dark, thick, thin, 
tone, warm, cold, shade e.g. different 
shades of red, green, blue, yellow, bright, 
dull, tints 
Printing: 
print, imprint, rubbing, smudge, image, 
reverse, shapes, surface, pressure, 
decoration, cloth.  
Collage & Textiles: 
colour, pattern, shape, texture, glue, stick, 
scissors, scraps, wool, yarn, weave. 
Sculpture: 
model, cut, stick, fold, bend, attach, 
assemble, statue, natural materials, stone, 
shell, wood, metal, reinforce, joints, tools, 
etching, clay 

architect, architecture, designer, Pop-art, 
surrealist, realism 
Drawing: 
Thick, Thin, Soft, Broad, Narrow, Fine, 
Pattern, Line, Shape, Detail, Nature, Made 
environment, Comparison, Still life, 
symmetry, features, realistic, shapes, 
illustrator, outline, expression, abstract, 
observe, scale, view-point, proportion 
Painting: 
secondary (colour), light, dark, thick, thin, 
tone, warm, cold, shade, bright, colour 
wash. 
Printing: 
print, rubbing, smudge, blend, image, 
reverse, shapes, surface, pressure, 
decoration, cloth, repeat, rotate, mon-print, 
two-tone print, 
Collage & Textiles: 
fabric, colour, pattern, shape, texture, glue, 
stick, scissors, mixed media, collage, layers, 
combine, opinion, jagged, strips, edge, 
cutting, overlap, rough, soft, delicate 
Sculpture: 
sculpture, structure, assemble, construct, 
model, fold, bend, attach, statue, stone, 
metal, curve, form, clay, texture, pose, 
attach, joints, twist, model, Three 
Dimensional (3D), Form,  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Year 3/4 Year 4/5  Year 5/6 

Drawing: 
Thick, Thin, Soft, Broad, Narrow, Fine, Pattern, Line, Shape, 
Detail, Nature, made environment, Comparison, Still life, 
symmetry, features, realistic, shapes, illustrator, outline, 
expression, abstract, observe, observation, scale, view-point, 
proportion, position, improve, texture, tone, pressure, 
mediums, charcoal, form, appearance,  
Painting: 
secondary (colour), light, dark, thick, thin, tone, warm, cold, 
shade, bright, colour wash, abtract, natural, detailed colour 
descriptors (crimson, emerald, scarlet), watery, intense, 
strong, tint, shade, foreground, background, dull, vibrant,  
Printing: 
print, rubbing, smudge, blend, image, reverse, shapes, 
surface, pressure, decoration, cloth, repeat, rotate, mon-
print, two-tone print, absorb, surface, stencil, negative 
image, positive image, impression, hapa zome, handprints, 
dye, pigments 
Collage & Textiles: 
fabric, synthetic, scraps, cotton, colour, pattern, shape, 
texture, glue, stick, scissors, mixed media, collage, layers, 
combine, opinion, jagged, strips, edge, cutting, overlap, 
rough, soft, delicate, uneven 
Sculpture: 
sculpture, structure, assemble, construct, model, fold, bend, 
attach, statue, stone, metal, curve, form, clay, texture, pose, 
attach, joints, twist, model, Three Dimensional (3D), Form, 
detail, decoration, shape, abstract, symbolic 

architect, architecture, designer  
Drawing: 
Thick, Thin, Soft, Broad, Narrow, Fine, Pattern, Line, Shape, 
Detail, Nature, made environment, Comparison, Still life, 
symmetry, features, realistic, shapes, illustrator, outline, 
expression, abstract, observe, observation, scale, view-point, 
proportion, position, improve, texture, tone, pressure, 
mediums, charcoal, form, appearance, composition, 
background, foreground, arrangements, landscape, 
cityscape, birds-eye view, perspective, panorama, portrait, 
appearance, character, personality, subject, relationship, 
aesthetic,  
Painting: 
secondary (colour), light, dark, thick, thin, tone, warm, cold, 
shade, bright, colour wash, abtract, natural, detailed colour 
descriptors (crimson, emerald, scarlet), watery, intense, 
strong, tint, shade, foreground, background, dull, vibrant, 
shadow, Hue, lighting, layered, traditional, splattered, 
stippled, dabbed, dotted, stroked, scraped,  
Printing: 
print, rubbing, smudge, blend, image, reverse, shapes, 
surface, pressure, decoration, cloth, repeat, rotate, mon-
print, two-tone print, absorb, surface, stencil, negative 
image, positive image, impression, hapa zome, handprints, 
dye, pigments 
Collage & Textiles: 
fabric, synthetic, scraps, cotton, colour, pattern, shape, 
texture, glue, stick, scissors, mixed media, collage, layers, 
combine, opinion, jagged, strips, edge, cutting, overlap, 
rough, soft, delicate, uneven, mixed media,  
Sculpture: 
sculpture, structure, assemble, construct, model, fold, bend, 
attach, statue, stone, metal, curve, form, clay, texture, pose, 
attach, joints, twist, model, Three Dimensional (3D), Form, 
detail, decoration, shape, abstract, symbolic, papier mâché, 
scale, ratio 

influenced, photography, posters, symbolic, convey,  
Drawing: 
Thick, Thin, Soft, Broad, Narrow, Fine, Pattern, Line, Shape, 
Detail, Nature, made environment, Comparison, Still life, 
symmetry, features, realistic, shapes, illustrator, outline, 
expression, abstract, observe, observation, scale, view-point, 
proportion, position, improve, texture, tone, pressure, 
mediums, charcoal, form, appearance, composition, 
background, foreground, arrangements, landscape, 
cityscape, birds-eye view, perspective, panorama, portrait, 
appearance, character, personality, subject, relationship, 
aesthetic, dynamic, viewpoint 
Painting: 
secondary (colour), light, dark, thick, thin, tone, warm, cold, 
shade, bright, colour wash, abtract, natural, detailed colour 
descriptors (crimson, emerald, scarlet), watery, intense, 
strong, tint, shade, foreground, background, dull, vibrant, 
shadow, Hue, lighting, layered, traditional, splattered, 
stippled, dabbed, dotted, stroked, scraped, complimentary, 
tonal, shading,  
Printing: 
print, rubbing, smudge, blend, image, reverse, shapes, 
surface, pressure, decoration, cloth, repeat, rotate, mon-
print, two-tone print, absorb, surface, stencil, negative 
image, positive image, impression, hapa zome, handprints, 
dye, pigments, repetition, pattern, motif, repetition,  
Collage & Textiles: 
fabric, synthetic, scraps, cotton, colour, pattern, shape, 
texture, glue, stick, scissors, mixed media, collage, layers, 
combine, opinion, jagged, strips, edge, cutting, overlap, 
rough, soft, delicate, uneven, mixed media, uneven, 
foreground, background, manipulation, smocking, applique, 
embellish, decorative, stitch, thread, stylised, geometric,  
Sculpture: 
sculpture, structure, assemble, construct, model, fold, bend, 
attach, statue, stone, metal, curve, form, clay, texture, pose, 
attach, joints, twist, model, Three Dimensional (3D), Form, 



detail, decoration, shape, abstract, symbolic, papier mâché, 
scale, ratio, gesture, balance, relief, realistic,  

 

 

 

 

 


