
                                                 

  
 

 
 

 
Charging and Remission Policy 

 
Date Reviewed by Full Governing Body: Summer 2023 
Review Date: Summer 2024 
 
Introduction:  The school follows the LA’s agreed policy for charging a remission for school activities as required 
under the 1996 Education Act.  
 

1.  Legal Requirement 
 

The Education Reform Act, 1988 set out the law on charging for school activities in all Local Authority 
maintained schools.  These provisions have been incorporated in the Education Act 1996.  The objectives of 
the charging provisions in the Act were to: 
 

 Maintain the right to a free education; 

 Establish that activities offered wholly or mainly during normal teaching time should be available to all 
pupils regardless of their parents’ ability or willingness to help meet the cost; 

 Emphasise that there is no statutory requirement to charge for any form of education or related activity, 
but to give LAs and Schools the discretion to charge for optional activities provided wholly or mainly out 
of school hours; 

 Confirm the right of LAs and schools to invite voluntary contributions for the benefit of the school, or in 
support of any activity organised by the school, whether during or outside school hours. 

 
This policy statement explains the circumstances in which LAs and/or Governing Bodies have discretion to charge 
parents for educational provision or for board and lodging.  The statement also sets out the circumstances in which 
charges will be remitted in whole or in part.  
 
The Tax Credits Act, 1999 replaced family credit and disability working allowance with working families’ tax credit 
and disabled person’s tax credit, respectively.  A remission policy shall provide for complete remission of any 
charges otherwise payable in respect of board and lodging provided for a pupil on a residential trip if:  
 

a)  The education provided on the trip: 
 

i. fulfils any requirements specified in the syllabus for a prescribed public examination; or  
ii. specifically fulfils the statutory duties relating to the National Curriculum; or 
iii. specifically fulfils the statutory duties relating to Religious Education; and 

 
b)  the pupil’s parents are in receipt of: 

i. Universal Credit 
ii. Income support; 
iii. Working families tax credit; 
iv. an income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance; or  
v. Disabled person’s tax credit 

 
In respect of any period wholly or partly comprised in the time spent on the trip. 

 
 

2. Permitted Charges 
 

Charging is only permitted, under the provisions of the Education Act, 1996 in the following areas: 
 

 Costs associated with individual tuition in the playing of a musical instrument. 



                                                 

LEAs can impose a charge for teaching either an individual pupil, or pupils in a group of up to four, to 
play a musical instrument, if the tuition is not an essential part of either the National curriculum or a 
public examination syllabus being followed by the pupil.  
 
The LEA has introduced a termly charge for instrumental music tuition provided by the Music Support 
Service and the charges levied are the subject of regular review. 
 
Charging for vocal tuition outside school hours may be made unless the tuition is an integral part of the 
syllabus for a prescribed public examination or the National Curriculum. 
 

 Breakfast Club.  A small contribution, which is calculated by taking into account the running costs, 
is charged.  This service is free of charge to those pupils who are eligible for Pupil Premium 
funding.   

 After School Clubs organised by staff.  A small contribution, which is calculated by taking into 
account the running costs/materials to be used, is charged.  This service is free of charge to those 
pupils who are eligible for Pupil Premium funding.  

 

 Incidental Charges 
 
(a) Materials 

 
School must be prepared to provide or pay for any ingredients, materials, equipment, etc. needed 
for practical subjects.  Parents who are willing to contribute in cash or in kind will be encouraged to 
do so on a voluntary basis.  The school may charge for, or require the supply of, ingredients and 
materials if parents have indicated in advance to own the finished product. 
 
(b) Breakages and fines 
The Governing Body may require parents to pay for the cost of vandalism or lost equipment. 
 

 Board and lodging on residential visits 
 
For a residential activity taking place largely during school time, or which meets the requirements 
of the syllabus for a public examination, or relates to the National Curriculum or Religious 
Education, no charge may be made either for the education or for the cost of travel. 
 
However, charges can be made for board and lodgings in these circumstances, except for pupils 
who are eligible for Pupil Premium Funding.  
 
The Governing body of the school will determine the appropriate charge for such visits together 
with the charge for optional extras.  Participation in an optional extra activity will be on the basis of 
parental choice and a willingness to meet the cost. 

 

 Non Residential activities taking place wholly or mainly outside of school hours.  
 

The Local Authority will not finance the cost of the non-residential activities taking place during 
school hours and any costs must be met from: 
 
a) Voluntary contributions from the parents of participating pupils; or  
b) A general school fund maintained by voluntary parental contributions and/or school based 

funding activities. 
 

Included in the letters that inform parents of non-residential activities taking place during school 
hours will be the words “Voluntary Contribution’ 
 
Under the terms of the Education Reform Act 1988 the School is not allowed to make a charge for 
activities, but we are permitted to ask for voluntary contributions.  Edmondsley Primary School 
cannot afford to pay for school trips wholly from funds available to us, so contributions from each 
pupil is requested.  No student will be excluded if his or her parent/guardian does not wish to make 
this contribution.  However, if sufficient voluntary contributions are received, then, regrettably, the 
activity will not be able to go ahead.  
 
Should an activity be organised by an outside body, that organisation could levy charges on the 
parents of the pupils in return for the services provided.  Parents would have to be satisfied about 
the adequacy of the arrangements made by the organisation to secure the safety and welfare of 
the children.  



                                                 

 

 Educational Visits during the school day. 
 
Educational visits will be organised well in advance of the date.  Where the cost of the Educational 
Visit is more than £40 then at least 2 terms notice will be given to parents/carers for voluntary 
payment to be made.  
 

 Costs of entering pupil for prescribed examination 
The Education Act, 1996 (section 453) states that no charge shall be made in respect of the entry 
of a registered pupil at a maintained school for a prescribed public examination in any syllabus for 
that examination for which the pupil has been prepared at the school. 

 
3.  Human Rights Act 1998 

 
In revising the school’s policy on Charging and remission for School Activities, consideration has 
been given to the requirements of the Human Rights Act 1998. 
 
Any parent who wishes to object to a decision taken by the Head Teacher relating to the school 
policy on Charging would have the right to complain to the Governing Body of the school, in 
accordance with the General Schools Complaints Procedures. 
 
Objection to charges imposed by the LEA should be addressed to the Head of Educational 
Services. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 


