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Red Words in Storybooks: progression chart

Key
• Newly-introduced Red Words are listed in black
• Red Words that have appeared in an earlier Storybook are in grey
• Red Words with an asterisk next to them are ‘red for a while’ words, i.e. red until the tricky  

grapheme is taught as a Speed Sound. 

Please note that the Red Words that you’ll need for each storybook are also listed in the Teaching 
Notes in the teaching handbooks, under the heading: Teacher’s Preparation. There is also a list of 
Red Words with circled graphemes in the teaching handbooks (p.238 in Phonics Handbook 1 and 
p.242 in Phonics Handbook 2).

Phonics Red Word Cards 
Please note: the Phonics Red Word Cards are not on the Read Write Inc. Phonics subscription.  
They are only available as a printed item: 
Single pack: 9780198374268 
Pack of 10: 9780198374251

Red Ditty Books Red Words in the story

Red Ditty Book 1  
PIN IT ON

put 

Red Ditty Book 2  
GOT HIM

the I put

Red Ditty Book 3  
CAT IN A POT

the no of

Red Ditty Book 4  
JAM

I of my the

Red Ditty Book 5  
PICK IT UP

Red Ditty Book 6  
WUFF WUFF

my I the of

Red Ditty Book 7  
LET’S SING

the I of

Red Ditty Book 8  
LET’S SWIM

I put the of

Red Ditty Book 9  
CLUCK

my the I for*

Red Ditty Book 10  
IN THE MUD

I the of my he
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Green Storybooks Red Words listed in the Red 
Words grid in the Storybooks  Red Words in the story 

Green Storybook 1  
ON THE BUS

the your put  
I he of  
my put no  
the your he

the your

Green Storybook 2  
MY DOG NED

the said I 
of my your 
he put no 
my your said

the  I my of said

Green Storybook 3  
SIX FISH

you I said 
of my the 
your he put 
no said you

said of you I

Green Storybook 4  
THE SPELL

the you I 
said be of 
my your he 
put no be

you said the I my be  
the of

Green Storybook 5  
BLACK HAT BOB

he said no 
my I you 
be of your 
the put said

he said my no I

Green Storybook 6  
TUG, TUG

he said no 
I you be 
the of your 
my put he

I he said no

Green Storybook 7  
CHIPS

I said of 
no you be 
the he your 
my put said

of I said no

Green Storybook 8  
THE WEB

said the my 
are I you 
your be he 
put of no

are my said I the

Green Storybook 9  
PIP’S PIZZA

I said the 
he no you 
your be are 
my of put

I put the he said no  
you

Green Storybook 10  
STITCH THE WITCH

I the said 
you of your 
be are my 
no put he

said the you I of



Read Write Inc

Phonics

Page 3 of 9

Red Words in Storybooks: progression chart

Purple Storybooks Red Words listed in the Red 
Words grid in the Storybooks  Red Words in the story 

Purple Storybook 1  
KEN’S CAP

the of to 
no my I 
said are your 
you be put

the of to no I my

Purple Storybook 2  
A BAD FOX

I the me 
go are he 
be you your 
my of put

the me go I put

Purple Storybook 3  
BIG BLOB BABY BLOB

the of he 
baby no to 
put(s) go be 
you your are

baby the he put(s) of

Purple Storybook 4  
TIM AND TOM

said my are 
the I no 
of go to 
your you he

are said the I my

Purple Storybook 5  
TAG

I said you 
me your are 
he put be 
of to go

I said you me

Purple Storybook 6  
ELVIS

I you the 
my your are 
said go of 
to no be

I the you my

Purple Storybook 7  
FLIP FROG AND THE BUG

I to said 
the you your 
no go to 
of are he

to said I the

Purple Storybook 8  
RED KEN

he of the 
said paint* I 
my be he 
are you your

the of said I paint* he 
my

Purple Storybook 9  
BILLY THE KID

said the I 
me you no 
are your he 
be go of

the me said no I put  you

Purple Storybook 10  
IN THE BATH

the said are 
your he be 
you to go 
of my me

the said put he your are
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Pink Storybooks Red Words listed in the Red 
Words grid in the Storybooks  Red Words in the story 

Pink Storybook 1  
SCRUFFY TED

all my like* I’ve 
the are said go 
you your are be 
to me of he

my the put I’ve like*  
all

Pink Storybook 2  
TAB THE CAT

want you call we 
be no her are 
the said your go 
he I’ve all said

are the we no you be  
want her call 

Pink Storybook 3  
IN THE SUN

my of the your 
all call want no 
we her he to 
I’ve are said go

my the of 

Pink Storybook 4  
THE DRESSING UP BOX

all me you said 
the be her he 
call want I’ve to 
no my your we

you said the all me 

Pink Storybook 5  
TAB’S KITTEN

he she to no 
call her I’ve the 
we me all my 
want you your I’ve

the I’ve call(s) to she  
her no he 

Pink Storybook 6  
SANJAY STAYS IN BED

of are said you 
all no he call 
we put your to 
want I’ve she go

said no all of are  
you he

Pink Storybook 7  
THE GREEDY GREEN GREMLIN

to my washing* the  
all I’m he we 
she want said I’ve 
are go no her

I’m the to my  washing* 

Pink Storybook 8  
IN THE NIGHT

some no all of 
the your her I’ve 
call me I’m are 
we he she want

the some of I’m no all

Pink Storybook 9  
SNOW

my you to me 
the she we no 
are want some I’m  
all call your he

me to the you my I’m 

Pink Storybook 10  
SO COOL!

be the my no 
so all I’ve she 
some want said he  
you your to her  

my no of the all be so
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Orange Storybooks Red Words listed in the Red 
Words grid in the Storybooks  Red Words in the story 

Orange Storybook 1  
PLAYDAY

what they do said 
you to the we 
want some I’ve all 
are your go no

said you what do  
to(day) the they

Orange Storybook 2  
I THINK I WANT TO BE BEE

what to me be 
want my they said 
are some I’ve we 
he she her all

want to be what my  
me

Orange Storybook 3  
A BAD FRIGHT

go my what be 
the want some said  
call all to we are  
you your they

be the my go what(‘s)  
to(night)

Orange Storybook 4  
FOLLOW ME!

said he me you 
to do what no 
the your her she 
all I’ve are go

go the said me do  
you what to no he

Orange Storybook 5  
TOO MUCH!

old my are said 
me he to do 
what no you some 
want call your all

my are old 

Orange Storybook 6  
A GOOD COOK?

said all he put 
my said so to 
the your what I’ll 
want old are do

my said I’ll to(ay) put  
the all he so 

Orange Storybook 7  
COME ON MARGO!

was to are old 
so go you they 
the we said go 
do my her all

the old go to they was  
so you are 

Orange Storybook 8  
MY SORT OF HORSE

so of want all 
to do my the 
was what some your  
are old they go

of so all the want(s) to  
my do

Orange Storybook 9  
HAIRCUTS

you want do of 
no the old was 
what some are I’ve  
be he me she

the of do you want no

Orange Storybook 10  
MY BEST SHIRT

my said so she 
we me her to 
the do old want 
some what I’m be

me my said she so we  
the her I’m to

Orange Storybook 11  
LOOK OUT!

want my do to 
the said he some 
so she we me 
her old what they

want(s) to the my do

Orange Storybook 12  
HUNT THE TORTOISE

he be said no 
so go to all 
call the we old 
me she her of

he the call(ed) be said  
to go we all so no 
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Yellow Storybooks Red Words listed in the Red 
Words grid in the Storybooks  Red Words in the story 

Yellow Storybook 1  
THE DUCKCHICK

some saw her to 
all was some they 
watch of are saw 
some said call your 
you want what saw

some saw her to all  
was they watch of

Yellow Storybook 2  
OFF SICK

watch was to all said  
want you are of school  
her they some call what 
are want said your saw

watch(es)  was to all   
said want you are of  
school her they

Yellow Storybook 3  
TOM THUMB

small was to do 
said of what small 
their do all was 
what your saw watch  
they are school me

small was to do said  
of what their

Yellow Storybook 4  
THE GINGERBREAD MAN

to was her said 
you you of was 
they their was want  
some small all are  
were do school what

to was her said you of  
they their

Yellow Storybook 5  
ROBIN HOOD

your who tall you 
of to want they 
said call all one 
was are your do 
want some who school

your you of to want  
they  said call all one  
was are who tall

Yellow Storybook 6  
LOST

they call all are 
your you her what 
do to brother of 
were are they was 
who school want some

they call all are your  
you her what do to  
brother of were

Yellow Storybook 7  
DO WE HAVE TO KEEP IT?

want all one to 
do you I’m I’ve 
baby was were of 
one they your call 
what school said are

want all one to do you  
I’m I’ve baby

Yellow Storybook 8  
DANNY AND THE BUMP-A-LUMP

there watch small what  
some of was to  
watch you I’ve I’m  
all are there school  
call were said they

there watch small what  
some of was to you  
I’ve I’m all

Yellow Storybook 9  
GROW YOUR OWN RADISHES

their you your want  
some they are small of  
fall* call any  
to school were they  
what watch there all

their you your want  
some they are small of  
call any to fall*

Yellow Storybook 10  
THE FOOLISH WITCH

where some they was  
you said to were there  
are tall call wall* of  
school any their want  
watch what

where some they was  
you said to were there  
are tall call wall* of
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Blue Storybooks Red Words listed in the Red 
Words grid in the Storybooks  Red Words in the story 

Blue Storybook 1  
BARKER

does were all one 
said of to they 
were some any was  
want are where you  
your watch there their

does were all one said  
of to they

Blue Storybook 2  
THE POOR GOOSE

any other two one all  
her there said were I’m  
to watch your does their  
they want was are any

any other two one all  
her there said were I’m  
to

Blue Storybook 3  
HAIRY FAIRY

could there all they any  
I’m I’ve to what do ball  
watch said call could  
were one two other their

could there all they any  
I’m I’ve to what do  
ball 

Blue Storybook 4  
KING OF THE BIRDS

would want their watch  
some there said all  
water were they are to  
was one wash* you  
would any could 

would want their watch  
some there said all water  
were they are to was  
one wash* you

Blue Storybook 5  
OUR HOUSE

anyone over who all one  
watch does they school  
you to were was said  
wasn’t want water some  
their there 

anyone over who all one  
watch does they school  
you to were was said  
wasn’t 

Blue Storybook 6  
THE JAR OF OIL

through once there son  
there who your her was  
to you of one all over 
anyone does school any 
said

through once there son  
who your her was  
to you of one all 

Blue Storybook 7  
JADE’S PARTY

brother all where said  
one was you of any  
son over does school  
once school there who  
are your watch

brother all where said  
one was you of

Blue Storybook 8  
JELLYBEAN

any what one was 
want does could said 
some of who brother  
there their I’m could  
all who where two

any what one was want  
does could said some of

Blue Storybook 9  
A BOX FULL OF LIGHT

all who there their could  
some of was they to  
said saw what does any  
once want where one are

all who there their could  
some of was they to  
said saw what

Blue Storybook 10  
THE HOLE IN THE HILL

whole want your any  
could what their was  
small tall all of to you  
were does people one  
are want

whole want your any  
could their was small  
tall all of to you were  
people    
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Grey Storybooks Red Words listed in the Red 
Words grid in the Storybooks  Red Words in the story 

Grey Storybook 1  
REX TO THE RESCUE

should were there call  
want come could one  
through was you to 
said all of through  
any some does are

should were there call  
want come could one  
through was you to  
said all of through 

Grey Storybook 2  
THE LION’S PAW

many could one are  
were other through was  
call to there they 
said all does want what  
come any should

many could one are  
were other through was  
call to there they said 

Grey Storybook 3  
I DARE YOU

two there who were  
you said your one  
could what was school 
to of all should 
want does through many

two there who were  
you said your one could  
what was school to  
of all

Grey Storybook 4  
LOOKING AFTER A HAMSTER

mother are you want to  
one your they come  
other of water school  
many there their some  
could  should through 

mother are you want  
to one your they come  
other of water

Grey Storybook 5  
HOW SILLY!

above father son mother  
some here who there  
people water was to  
you all what come 
they were one should

above father son mother  
some here who there  
people water was to  
you all what come  
they were one

Grey Storybook 6  
WAILING WINNY’S  
CAR BOOT SALE

buy bought do some to  
of said you bought some  
what father mother son  
here come could should  
through any

buy bought do some  
to of said you

Grey Storybook 7  
TOAD

father one watch should  
there come said who  
anyone whole water was  
ball of what your could  
said you were

father one watch should  
there come said who  
anyone whole water was  
ball of what your could  
you were

Grey Storybook 8  
ANDREW

great brother above where  
could was what here  
someone through another  
there school water of  
were to all one want

great brother above where  
could was what here  
someone through another  
there school water of  
were to all one

Grey Storybook 9  
DEAR VAMPIRE

walk said they were was  
what small are any here  
son who would there to  
you all great above  
through

walk said they were was  
what small are any here  
son who would there to  
you all
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Grey Storybooks Red Words listed in the Red 
Words grid in the Storybooks  Red Words in the story 

Grey Storybook 10  
VULTURE CULTURE

one some their where  
they many are were  
come two of above where  
there walk here any  
through who other 

one some their where  
they many are were  
come two of above

Grey Storybook 11  
CELEBRATION ON PLANET ZOX

caught worse come call  
was said their great  
everyone should who here  
watch all they of  
you were there another

caught worse come call  
was said their great  
everyone should who here  
watch all they of  
you were there another

Grey Storybook 12  
A VERY DANGEROUS DINOSAUR

talk thought there where  
all through one would  
two was they other 
were caught worse what  
want their great should

talk thought there where  
all through one would two  
was they other 

Grey Storybook 13  
THE INVISIBLE CLOTHES

love wear some could  
buy bought thought  
everyone father any  
whole one you said  
was through there they  
were walk

love wear some could buy  
bought thought everyone  
father any whole one you  
said was through there  
they were walk


